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analyse the often undeliberate and sometimes petulant commands of a party leader and to detect where they became shorn of the sanction to command obedience* The fact that Mr. Baldwin has been an able party politician and that there has been none abler in his times, is accepted as a postulate. Nevertheless, it would show indifference to pass no comment when a statesman has immolated himself and sacrificed the time-honoured political creed which he held in trust. The cause of Conservatism demands some inquiry and some investigation of Mr, Baldwin's career.
Mr- Baldwin is seen to be mystified and confused* He is a man not without ambition, but who has outbid his capacity, and his intellect* At a time when progress should have brought enjoyment to office he found its rigours multiplied. He was faced with economics beyond political control, with science run riot, with people demoralised, and political wisdom at the same moment sacrificed to a hundred years of democracy. At a time when only the greatest statesman could possess the power to co-ordinate the ramifications of contemporary life, Mr. Baldwin came forward with no claims to more than average ability. Nervously watching his public and distracted by the technique of an over-organised existence, he was called upon to simplify and make straight the way. In such circumstances it is natural that although he has never lacked real prestige, he has never possessed more than nominal power,
Mr. Baldwin is criticised for his failures in constructive statesmanship. The fact is not disguised, however, that the constructive act has often been beyond his ability, and more especially beyond that of any of his colleagues* His negative acts can be considered as great contributions to the welfare of his country. More than one crisis and more than one individual career has broken itself as a result of his tactful inaction. In the case of the General Strike and the Financial Crisis he was face to face with the doom of